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endeavour administered by a special Head of the Department,
as we would probably call him to-day. It sounds all very com-
plicated to the modern scientific mind, but apparently it was as
simple and understandable to the people who grew up in that
sort of an atmosphere as the hierarchy of the saints is to a good
Catholic.

As far as I can make out, in the Polynesian world these minor
gods played very much the same r6le as the less important saints
of the Catholic faith play in the life of a Spanish or Italian
peasant, and as the del minores did in the lives of the Greeks
and Romans of twenty centuries ago. They were potential
intermediaries between man and the All Highest, and if pro-
perly approached could perform very useful services in presenting
one's cause to the final court of appeal.

It is always extremely difficult for a complete outsider to
enter into the emotional life of some one else, but the Poly-
nesians seem to have taken this arrangement quite as much for
granted as an American banker or manufacturer who wants to
get certain things done in Washington. He feels that if he is
able to assure himself of the right kind of lobbyist he will even-
tually gain the ear of one of the departmental heads, who in
turn can put his case before the Secretary of State or the Secretary
of the Treasury or the Attorney-General or the Postmaster-
General, who thereupon, if he is convinced that the matter is
of real importance, can bring it to the attention of the Great
White Father himself.

The subject has always fascinated me, for, having been
brought up in an atmosphere of a very strict sort of Calvinism,
it took me years to rid myself of all my soberer notions about
the relations existing between the individual and the Supreme
Being. Even to-day I do not think that I have quite got hold of
the essential principles of a scheme so hi removed from my own
way of thinking. But I learned a lot during the happy interval
we spent on the island of Walchcrcn, in the province of Zeo*
land, whence the Romans used to sail for the British Isles,